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“A study of, and recommendation, regarding weighted 
gra ding”

Board of Education Goal



Scotia -Glenville Central School District Mission Statement

The Scotia - Glenville Central School District is committed to 

providing an environment which allows students to realize their 

full potential and thus prepares them for life in an ever - changing 

world.  In the tradition of excellence , Board of Education, 

administration, staff, parents, business and community members 

will continue to ensure that our educational system fulfills the 

needs of our students .



Weighted Grades : Guiding Questions

● What do grades represent?
● How do you weight a 

grade?
● Which classes can be 

weighted?

What is a weighted 
grade? ● Pros / cons

● Regional comparison
● What do colleges think?

Why consider weighted 
grades?

● Weighted grade 
simulation

What impact would 
weighted grades 
have? ● District 

recommendation
● Next steps

What is the next 
step?



● 0 - 100 point gra de sca le

● H igh school gra de policy :

○ B a la nce of  tea cher a utonomy  a nd horizonta l a lignment
○ G ra de f loors
○ H omework /  cla sswork

Grading



● What does a grade represent?

A.  Progress towa rds gra de level sta nda rds
B .  E f fort
C.  R esponsibility
D.  Attenda nce
E .  E xterna l fa ctors
F .  All of  the a bove

Grading
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Source:  National Association of Colleges and Employers 2024 Job Outlook







Definition - Course gra de given extra  “weight” a ccording to the a ssigned 
cha llenge level of  the cla ss.  

E xa mple:  S tudent ea rns a  90 overa ll a vera ge in AP W orld H istory .

Unweighted - 90 % on H igh S chool tra nscript

Weighted (2.5% or 1.025 multiplier)  - 92.25 % on H igh S chool 
tra nscript

What is a Weighted 
Grade?



Extra weight can be given to any or all of the following type of classes:

● Adva nced Pla cement
● College in the H igh S chool
● H onors

What is a Weighted 
Grade?



AP Offerings

AP Biology

AP Calculus

AP Calculus BC

AP Computer Science A

AP Computer Science B

AP Economics

AP Literature and Comp

AP Language and Comp

AP Psychology

AP Stats

AP US History

AP World History

College in the HS Offerings (SUNY or SUPA)

SUPA Physics French I

SUPA Accounting French II

Entrepreneurship Spanish I

Business Math Spanish II

College Composition German

Child Growth and Dev

Drawing & Painting II

Precalculus Honors Classes

Chemistry English9

Advertising & Marketing English10

Computer Software 
Applications

Global9



Weighted grades can be used to calculate the overall cumulative GPA and / 
or Cla ss R a nk on a  H S  tra nscript.

Cla ss R a nk a t S G :

● I nterna l metric a va ila ble to students when a pply ing to college or for 
schola rship 

● H igh Aca demic S chola rship Awa rd

Decrea sing va lue ha s been pla ced on cla ss ra nk by  H igher E d I nstitutions.

What is a Weighted 
Grade?



Common 
Applica tio
n 



Regional Comparison:

~ 50 % of  F oothills  Council Districts ha ve some form of  weighted 
gra des

~ 50 % of  Ca pita l R egion Districts ha ve some form of  weighted 
gra des

Admissions counselors sa y  it is  a  50-50 split on schools a cross N Y S

Why Consider Weighted 
Grades?



Why Consider Weighted Grades?
Use Weighted G ra des

7 districts

● Mohona sen
● E a st G reenbush
● S henendehowa
● S chenecta dy
● CB A
● G uilderla nd
● B urnt H ills

Use Unweighted G ra des
9 districts

● B ethlehem
● S outh Colonie
● B a llston S pa
● N iska y una
● Troy
● Averill Pa rk
● Alba ny  
● N orth Colonie
● S a ra toga



There is no standard system of weighted grades.  Some districts who do 
weight gra des show both the weighted a nd unweighted G PA on their 
tra nscript.  

E xa mples of  weighted gra de sy stems:

1. All school rela ted a ctivities/ decisions use Unweighted G PA.  W eighted 
G PA for pa rent a nd student use only .  Ma th:  H onors = 1.02%, College = 
1.04  %.

1. S how both weighted a nd unweighted G PA/ R a nk on tra nscript.  Ma th:  
H onors = 1.03 %, College = 1.06 %.

1. S how both weighted a nd unweighted G PA/ R a nk.  Ma th:  H onors = 1.025 
              

Why Consider Weighted 
Grades?



Why Consider Weighted Grades?
Pros

● More students cha llenge themselves to ta ke rigorous coursework  a nd 
a re rewa rded for their ef forts

● Potentia l for higher cla ss ra nk for those who ta ke more dema nding 
cla sses

● Potentia l to ea rn a  schola rship for those ta k ing more rigorous cla sses
○ N o impa ct on loca l S G  schola rships



Why Consider Weighted Grades?
Cons

● G ra ding is highly  va ria ble between districts - Colleges know this a nd 
ha ve crea ted their own interna l a dmissions sy stems a nd level the 
“G PA pla y ing f ield”

● W eighted gra des ma y  discoura ge students f rom ta king cla sses /  
electives tha t don’t ca rry  weight - this could lea d to declines in 
enrollment

● College a nd honors courses ha ve va ry ing a mounts of  rigor, ma king it 
dif f icult to a ssign a  fa ir /  consistent weight

● W eighted gra des ma y  crea te even more stra in a nd unhea lthy  
competition a mongst high a chieving students 

● The a chievement ga p between students in weighted cla sses a nd 
those who a re not in weighted cla sses will be exa cerba ted



Why Consider Weighted 
G ra des?

2023 - 2024 School Year Overall Average

High School - All Classes 85 %

AP Classes 91 %



Why Consider Weighted 
G ra des?

2023 - 2024 School Year Scale Average Letter Grade 
Equivalent

AP Exam Score Avg 0 - 5 3.4 B- or C+

AP Classes GPA 0 - 100 % 91 % A -

* SG outperformed NYS on 7 of 12 AP exams in ‘24



Why Consider Weighted 
G ra des?

2023 - 2024 School Year % Free-Reduced Price Lunch

AP Enrollment 16 

Total High School 
Enrollment

35



Feedback from local Colleges and Universities:

“W e understa nd tha t a  slightly  lower gra de in a  higher level course is  just a s 
good a s a  high gra de in a  regula r regents level course.”

“Additiona lly , we do reca lcula te ea ch student’s G PA to a lign with our 
University  Core G PA, a s we understa nd ma ny  high schools weigh their 
students' gra des dif ferently .”

“W e look for congruence between test scores a nd cla ss scores.”

Why Consider Weighted 
Grades?



Feedback from local Colleges and Universities:

“Overa ll preference is students ta k ing the most cha llenging coursework  they  
ca n.”  

“F or the a dmissions criteria , we look a t the individua l courses, their rigor, 
a nd the gra des. W e of  course look a t the overa ll G PA too, but we don’t just 
see a  high G PA a nd a utoma tica lly  a dmit. W e still go through a nd ma ke sure 
tha t the coursework  is  ref lective of  the student a nd the G PA.”

Why Consider Weighted 
Grades?



For the Fall 2023 admission cycle, 
N AAC member 4-y ea r colleges 
reported the most importa nt fa ctors 
in the a dmission decisions were 
gra des in H igh S chool a nd strength 
of  the H igh S chool Curriculum.  Top 
3 F a ctors:

1. High school grades in college 
prep courses

1. Total high school grades (all 
courses)

1. Strength of high school 



● Class of ‘24 Cohort Weighted Grade Simulation:
○ 2.5 % weight a dded to G PA’s in a ll H S  honors a nd college level 

cla sses

Top 10 % of  the Cohort
● Unweighted G PA = 97.07 %
● W eighted G PA = 97.80 %
● .73 % increa se in G PA if  weighted
● G rea test increa se = 96.03 % → 97.53 % (1.5 % increa se)

What impact would Weighted Grades 
have?

Unweighted Average Weighted Average Increase in GPA

Top 50 % of Cohort 93.46 % 94.02 % .56 %

Bottom 50 % of Cohort 77.25 % 77.39 % .14 %



Student A

● Graduating Senior
● All Regents 

Classes
● Regents Diploma

92 % average

Closing Thoughts:  Full Potential & 
Excellence

Student B

● Graduating Senior
● Combo of 

Regents, Honors, 
and AP Courses

● Advanced 
Regents Diploma

92 % average

Student C

● Graduating Senior
● CTE Pathway - ½ 

day at Cap Region 
BOCES

● Regents Diploma 
+ Welding 
Certificate

92 % average
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Closing Thoughts:  Full Potential & 
Excellence

Student B

● Graduating Senior
● Combo of 

Regents, Honors, 
and AP Courses

● Advanced 
Regents Diploma

92 % average
93.25 % average

Student C

● Graduating Senior
● CTE Pathway - ½ 

day at Cap Region 
BOCES

● Regents Diploma 
+ Welding 
Certificate

92 % average



● Weighted grades could potentially provide a benefit to college 
a dmission a nd schola rship a tta inment

● W eighted gra des will widen the a chievement ga p between those 
students ta k ing college-level cla sses a nd those whom do not

● W eighting gra des will ha ve a  rela tively  sma ll impa ct on overa ll G PA

● W eighting gra des pla ces grea ter va lue on college courses

● Our tea chers ta ke grea t ca re in ma king sure ea ch student’s gra de is 
ref lective of  their a chievement in tha t specif ic  course

Closing Thoughts



1. Discuss weighted gra des with H igh S chool F a culty  a nd Administra tion a t 
Ma y  5 F a culty  Meeting.  S urvey  sta f f  tha t week.  Provide forma l 
recommenda tion a t Ma y  12 B OE .

1. Consider reducing or elimina ting the f ina ncia l ba rrier for AP /  College in 
the H S  cla ss entry .

1. Consider moving to using decile ra nk (ex . Top 10 % of  the cla ss) on the 
Common App.

1. G ra ding pra ctice is  a  critica l component of  Opera tion G ra dua tion a nd 
will be a  sta nding a genda  item for 25-26.

Next Steps



Thank You!
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